
Thought for the Day Baptism of Christ, Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22 

  

 I don’t suppose many of us remember our baptism.  I certainly 

don’t as I was only a few months old.  I remember seeing a black and 

white photograph of me being held by my Godmother, who was wearing 

a warm winter coat. Not surprising because it was 8th December in St. 

Eleth’s, Amlwch on Anglesey.  

 I particularly remember the picture because we used it to track 

down evidence of my baptism, needed for ordination. We couldn’t find 

my Baptism Certificate and my father couldn’t remember exactly when it 

had happened.  The picture helped us narrow it down to November or 

December and then the wonderful Church Warden at St Eleth’s waded 

through the register and found it. That was a big relief and we were very 

pleased.  

 Baptism is important, it marks the moment when we become part 

of the family of God and are welcomed into the Church.  That’s why 

many fonts are located near to the entrance of a church, symbolising the 

beginning of our Christian journey.  Indeed in many old European 

churches there is a separate Baptistery. Customarily, a baptistery was 

roofed with a dome, the symbol of the heavenly realm towards which the 

Christian progresses after the first step of baptism.  

 In some churches the font is very near, or on the same axis as the 

altar.  This is also symbolic as the baptismal font and its location reflect 

the Christian journey through the waters of baptism to the sacrament of 

the Eucharist, thus baptism and communion are bound together.  

 Today we reflect on the baptism of Jesus when Jesus is baptised 

by John.  The Baptism Site “Bethany beyond the Jordan” (Al-Maghtas) is 

considered by the majority of the Christian Churches to be the location 

where John the Baptist baptised Jesus.  I know some of us have had the 

privilege to visit this place and renew our baptismal promises.  

 Jesus’ baptism would have been quite different from our own, not 

for him the Anglican font, holy oils and sprinkling of water with the sign of 

the cross.  Jesus and those baptised around him were fully immersed in 

the water to wash away sins, and they would have been adults and 

young people, not babies. Being fully immersed whilst putting your trust 

in another human being who guides you under the water is a very 

powerful experience.  It is both humbling and empowering.   



 In the gospel according to Luke, Jesus’ moment of baptism is not 

the focus.  Luke focusses on the Holy Spirit coming to him through 

prayer. The heavens open, not when Jesus is baptised but when he is 

praying afterwards. The heavens opening announces the presence and 

intervention of God. The Spirit reinforces the message that Jesus is the 

messiah.  The Spirit is the anointing of Jesus, preparing him for his 

service and all the challenges that lie before him. This sets him apart 

from the others that have been baptised, he alone is anointed.  He is the 

only one without sin who has been baptised. Through his baptism he 

accepts the gift that God gives to us all in baptism, and sets an example 

for his disciples and for us. He accepts the path that lies ahead to his 

crucifixion and resurrection. No wonder his Father is well pleased.  

 Our baptism washes away any sins, including original sin, it 

renews us and makes us whole and clean. Prayer helps us to try to keep 

ourselves clean.  On this day when we remember Jesus being baptised 

and his prayerful response, let us remember that our own baptism 

cleansed us; and that in renewing our commitment through prayer we 

can be clean again and live our lives in such a way that God our Father 

can say for each one of us, “I am well pleased”. Amen. 


